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The Blind Beggar's D 


' 


$ T* was a blind beggar had long loſt his ſight, 


he had a fair daughter of beauty moſt bright; 


and many a gallant brave ſuitor had ſhe. 
for none was ſo comely as pretty Beſſie. 
and though ſhe was of favour molt fair, 
yet ſzeing ſh: was but a blind beggar's heir, 
of ancient houſe keepers deſpiſed was ſhe, 
who ſons came as (ſuitors to pretty Beſſie. 
Wherefore in great ſorrow fair Beſſie did ſay, 
good father and mother let me go away, 
to ſeek out my tortune whatever it be, 
her ſuit then they granted to pretty Beſſie. 
Then Beſſie that was of beauty moſt bright, 
all clad in gray ruſſet, and late in the night, 
from father and mother alone parted ſhe, 
who ſighed and ſobbed for pretty Beſſie, - 
She went till ſhe came to Stratford le Bow. 


then knew ſhe not whither nor which way to go, thou'rt welcome unto me, my pretty Be flie. 


with tears ſhe lam nted her ſad deſtiny, 
fo ſad and ſo heavy was pretty Beſſie. 
She kept on her journey until it was day, 
and went unto Rumford along the high way, 
where at the King's arms entertain'd was the; 
ſo fair and well favour'd was pretty Beſſie. 
She had not been there a month to an end, 
bat maſter and miſtreſs and all was her friend, 
+ " and every brave gallant, that once did her fee, 
was ſtraightway enamoured of pretty Beſſie, 
great giſts they did ſend her of filver and gold, 
and in their ſongs daily her love was extoll'd ; 
her beauty was blazed in every degree, 
. ſo fair and ſo comely was pretty Beſſie 


The young men of Rumford in her had their joy; 


the ſhew'd berſelf courteous and modeſtly coy, 
and at her commandment ſtill would they be; 
ſo tair and ſo comely was pretty Beſſie. 
Four ſuitors at once unto her did go, 
they craved her favour, but (till ſhe ſaid, No; 
1 would not wilh geniles, to marry with me, 
et ever they honoured pretty Beſſie, 
he firſt of them was a gallant young knight, 
and he came unto her diſguis'd in the night, 
the ſecond a gentleman of good degree, 
who vowed and ſued for pretty Beſſie, 


- he was the third ſuitor, and proper withal, 
Her maſter's own ſon the fourth man mult be, 
who ſwore he would die for preity Beſſie. 


And if thou wilt marry with me quoth the knight and oftentimesit was proved moſt plain, 
4 


I' make thee a lady of joy and delight; 
- my heart's ſo inthralled by thy beauty, 
that ſoon I ſhall die for pretty Beſſie. 
The gentleman ſaid, come marry with me 
as ſine as a lady my Beſſie ſhall be; 
my life is diſtreſſed ; O hear me, quoth he; 
And grant me thy love, my pretty Beſſie. 
Let me be thy huſband, the merchant would (ay, 
* thou ſhalt live in London both gallant and gay, 
my ſhips ſhall bring home rich jewels for thee, 
and I will for ever love pretty Beſſic. : 
Then Be ſſie ſhe ſig h'd. and thus ſhe did ſay, 
my father ard mother I mean to obey; 
firſt get their good will, and be faithful to me, 
and you ſhall enjoy your pretty Befliz, 
To every ove this anſwer ſhe made, 
wherefore uuto her they joyfully ſaid, 


that daily fits begging for charity, 


why then quoth the knight, hap better or worſe, his bride followed after, an angel moſt bright, 


a poor beggar's daug hter oo lady ſhall be, 
then take thy adieu of pretty Beſli:. 


- or elle the young knight for his love had been lain we thiak thy father's baſcnels quottz they, : 


(ſmall. the gold that you drop ſhall all be your own, 
A merchant of London, whoſe wealth was not with that they replied, cortented be. we 
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aughter 


' PART SECOND. well may we be proud of this happy day; 
Tan a gorgeous place moſt brave, yet by his countenance well may we ſee, 
adorn'd with all the coſt they could have his birth and his fortune did never agree, 
and theretore blind man I pray thee bewray, 
(and look that the truth thou to us do far) 
thy birth and thy parentage what may it be, 
for the love that thou beareſt to prety Beſſie. 


This thing to fulfill we all do agree; 
but where dwells thy father, my pretty Beffic ? 
My father, ſaid ſhe, is ſoon to be ſeen, 


the filly blind begg:r of Bedunal green, this wedding was kept moſt ſumptuouſly, 


and all for the honour of pretty Beſſie. 

he is the good father of pretty Beſſie, All kind of dainties and delicate ſweet, 

His marks and his tokens are known very well; were brought for their banquer, as it was meet; 
he always is led by a dog and a bell: partridge, and plover, and veniſon moſt free, then give me leave nobles and gentles each one, 
a ſilly old man God knoweth si he againſt the brave wedding of pretty Be ſſie, one ſong more to ſing and then I have done, 
yet he is the ſather of pretty Beſſie, ' - this wedding thro' England was ſpread by report,“ and if that it may not win good report, 

Nay then quoth the merchant, thou art not for me fo that a great number thereto did reſort, then do not give me a groat for my ſport, 

nor quoth the innholder, my wife ſhalt thou be; of nobles and gentles of every degree; [4 Sir Simon De Montfort my ſubject ſhall be, 

I loath ſaid the gentle, a beggar's degree, and all tor the fame of pretty Beſſie. once chief of all the great Barons was he, 


and therefore, adieu, my pretty Beſſie, to church then went this gallant young knight, = yet _— ſo cruel this lord did 2 
now loſt and forgotton ate he and his race. 


I weigh not true love by the weight of the purſe, with troops ot fair lidies the like ne'er was ſeen, = the 7 tn in "_— did king Henry oppoſe 
Sir Simon De Montfort their leader they choſe, 


and beauty is beauty in evety degree, that went with ſweet Beſſie of Bednal green, 
this marriage being ſolemnized then, a leader of courage undaunted was he, 
with muſic compos'd by the ſkiliullcſt men, and oftimes they made their enemies flee, 
the nobles and gentles fat down at the tide, ** at lenght on the battle at Eveſham plain, 
each one admiring that beautiful bride *© the barons were routed, and Montfort was ſiain, 
* moſt fatal that battle did prove unto thee, 


Now after the ſumptuous dinner was done, 
but ſoon after this, by the break of the day to talk, and to reaſon a number began: (bright,'* though thou was not born my pretty Beſſie. 
the knight had from Rumford ſtole B:fliz away, they talk'd of the blind bepgar's daughter moſt along with the noblestbat fell at that tide, 
the young men of Rum ord, as thick as might be, and what with his daughter be gave to the knight, ** his eldeſt ſon Henry, who fought by his fide, 


rope after to fetch again pretty Beſſle, the ſpake the nobles. “ much marvel haue we, ** Was felld by a blow he receiv'd in the fight, 
as {wift as the wind, to ride ti. ey were ſeen, this jolly blind beggar we cannot here ſee, “ ** blow that depriv'd him forever of fight. | 
untill they came unto Bednal-green; my lords, quoth the bride, my father's ſo baſe, ** among the dead bodies all lifeleſs he lay, 
and as the knight lighted moſt courteouſſy he is loth with his preſence theſe ſtates to difgcace.** till evening drew on of the following day, 
they all fought againſt him for pretty Beſſie. « The praiſe of a woman in quellion to bring when by a young lady diſcover'd was he, 


but reſcue came preſently over the plain, before her own face were a flattering thing; 5 _ this was thy mother my pretty Beſlic ! 
a baron's fair daughter ſtept forth in the night 


might by thy beauty be clean put away.” to ſearch for her father who fell in the fight, 


they had no ſooner they pleaſant words ſpoke, ** and ſeeing you Montfort where gaſping he lay 
s 


but in comes the beggar clad in a filk cloke; * was moved with pity and brought him away, 
a fair velvet cap and a feather had he, a ſceret the nurs'd him and ſwaged the pain 


and no a inmncian foriooth he would be. ** where he thro' the realm was believ'd to be ſlain 

He had a dainty lute under his arm. at length his fair bride ſhe conſented to be, 

he touched the (irivgs which made ſuch a charm, © and made him glad father of pretty Beſſie. : 

ſays, pleaſe you io hear any muſic of me, aud now leſt our foes our lives ſhould betray, 

then neither rail nor grudge you to ſee, I'll *Gong you a forg of pretty Be ſſie, ve clothed ourſelves in beggar's array, 

the blind beggar's daughtec a lady to be. wich that bis lute he twanged ſtraightway, « her jewels we ſold and hither came we: 

but firſt you ſhall promif and have it well known, and thereon began molt ſweetly to play; all our comfort and our care was our pretty Beſſie 
aud after the leſſons were play'd two or three, « and here we lived in fortune's deſpite, 

he ſtraiu'd out this ſong moſt delicately. * tho” mean yet contented in humble delight, 

« A poor beppar's dau;hter did dwell on a green, thus many long winters now have I been, 

*« who for her fairnels g ight wl be a queen: «« the filly blind beggar of Bednal- green, 

* a blyth bonny lafs and a dainty was {he « And here noble lords is ended the ſong 

© and many one called et pretty Beſſie. of one that once to your rank did belong; 

© her father he had no foods, ner no land, « and thus have you learn'd a ſecret from me, 

e but begged for a penqy all day with his hand, 

was covered with gold every whit, „ and yet to her marr! he gave thouſand three now when the fair company every one, 

the gentleman then having dropt all their ſtore, '* and ill he bad ſom@hat for pretty Beſſie, bad heard the ſtrange tale in the ſong he had ſhown 

ſaid, beggar, hold, for we have no more; * and if any one her bah do diſdain, they all were amazed, as will they might be, 

thou haſt fulſiked thy promiſe aright. „ her father is rcady v Might and with main, both at the blind beggar, and pretty Beſſie, | 

then marry my girl, quoth he to the knight; © io prove ſhe is come a noble degree, wich that the ſweet maiden they all did embrace 

and here added he, Iwill throw you down pretty Beſſie ſaying ſurely thou art come of an bonourable race 

a hundred pounds more to buy here a gown, company round, thy father likewiſe is of noble degree, 

the gentlemen all that his treaſure had ſeen, ready to ſound: and thou art right worthy a lady to b. 

admired the beggar of Bednal- green: vell may we ſec, Thus was the feaſt ended with joy and delight, 

and thoſe that were her ſuitors before, the bride and the bee24 Peholding to thee. a bridgroom moſt happy then was the young 

their fleſh ſor very anger they tore, on this the bride all bi Ws did riſe, in joy and felicity long lived he (knight 

Thus was fair Beſſie a match tor the knight, the pearl drops landivgWhin ber fair eyes, all with his fair lady the pretty Beſſie. 


with thee to thy ſather forthwith I will go 
nay ſoft, quoth his kinſmen, it mult not be ſo: 


this fray being ended, then ſtraightway he ſce, 
his kinſmen come railing at pretty Beſſie, 

then ſpake the blind beggar, altho* I be poor 
yet rail not againſt my child at the door : 
though ſhe be not decked in velvet and pear], 
yet | will drop angels for you with my girl, 
and then if my gold may better her birth, 

and equal the gold that you lay on the earth, 


then here's quoth the beggar for pretty Beſſie, 

with that an angel he caſt on the ground, 

and dropped in angels full three thouſand pound,“ 
1 


for the gentleman's one the beggar dropt twain; 
ſo that the place wherein they did ſit, 


witk that the lords and 
with hearty laughter 
at laſt (aid the Lords tf 


and made a fair lady in other's deſpite O pardon my father, g. nobles quoth ſhe, T7. 0-170. 
a fairer lady there never was ſeen, that though blind affect'® dus doterh =. 0g ; 
bles did (ay, June 27th 1776 


then the blind beggar's daughter of Bednal-green,'s this be thy father at 


Fg Hell. | 26 Fra | - -- 
of Bednal- green. 


one day in Aberdeen, 


that ne'er had been known but for pretty Beſſie. 


my deareſt dear 


- * 


"_ 
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The bonny highland lad. 


| D by yon ſhady grore 
one day I chanc'd to rove, 
o paſs ſome dull hours away ' 
beneath the myrtle ſhade 
I ſpy'd a lovely maid, 
on her ſpinnet fo ſweetly did play, 
to yield me more delight 
this charming lady bright, 
In conſort ſhe ſung very ſad. 
unhappy maid am J, 
That ſure for love muſt die: 
for my bonny highland lad (hear 
I drew a little nearer the better to 
this charming creature ſung on 
my love has croſſed the ſea, 
and from me went away | 
this charming comely young man, 
his lovely air and mein 3 
may well deſerve a queen, 
although that his fortune is bad, 
Bur yer I hope to ſee; 
my love before I die, &c. 
You fates that rule aboye, 
preſrve the man I love, | 
and keep him fecure from all harm, 
guardian angels now attend, 
— wy deareſt defend, 
and Keen him ſecure from all , 
If in battle he be ſlain * 
all pleaſure 111 diſdain, 
PII rove quite diſtracted and mad, 
there's none can eaſemy carer, 
this loſs I cannot bear, &c. 
When I my love had ſeen, 


— 


- 
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My ſenſes was raviſhed quite, 
for he was proper ſtraight and n 
He's the comelieſt ot them all, bo 
he's my only joy and delight, 
one night to him I drew, 

his bonnet it was blew, | 
well dreſsꝰdin his tartan plaid, 

a 5 des I became, | 
and thinks it no great ſhame, &c, 
If I knew but vis to find, 


PIl range the world all o'er, 
dreſt in man's attire, 
ſtraightway I will repair, 
to find out the man 1 adore, 
thro” lonely wood PII ſtray, 
and flow'ry meadows gay: 

I will leave my mammy and dad 
and never will return, Fa 
But always figh and mourn, 


for my bonny highland lad. 


